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Am oblig d to Sir Rich- | 
. 1 I as & 
ard Mannmgham, for 

| «the Juſtice he has done | 


ly publiſh'd, by owning, p. 10. 

that when he talk d to me of the 
Affair of Mary Tofts, 1 told | 
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him, 
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in, in a peremptory Manne 
it muſt be a Cheat; an 

kewiſe „ Pr. 32. that I aſſifted him 
in 3 and preparing that 
” ppy © oman to make a 
Bier of the Truth. But 
as from wah, other Paſſages of 
his Book, eſpecially Two or 
. Thrge:) Expreſſions related -by 
him as mine, People may be 
led to believe that, for ſome 
Time at leaff, I was of the 
fame Opinion of which he has 
candidly enough acknowledged 
himſelf to have been; I think 
it incumbent on me, in the 
ſame publick Manner, to give a 
ſhort Account of my Behaviour, 
eſpecially ſuch Parts of it as 
have been, or may be, excepted 
againſt, ſince 1 firſt heard of 
6 7 og hs 


Warn 8 


1s 


this. extraordinary Delivery of 
Rabbits. . 
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| Sl by „ it to 
have been always my firm Opi- 


nion, that this Report was 


falſe; in the Firſt Place, be- 


cauſe I never could conceive the 


Generation of a perfect Rab- 


bit in the Uterus of a Woman 
to be poſlible, it being contra- 
dictory to all that is hitherto 
known, both from Reaſon and 
Experience, concerning the or- 
dinary, as well as extraordi- 
nary Procedure of Nature, in 
the Formation of a tus: And, 


in the next Place, becauſe J 
never could conceive: it practi. 


cable, that any ſuch Subſtances, 


as were talk d of, ſhould +4 
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iruf up, throu gh the narrow 
Neck, into the Si of that 
Organ; that being repugnant 
to the Structure of the Part ſo 
well known from Anatomy. 
Theſe T gave openly, as my Sen- 
timents of the Matter, in all 
Companies where 1 "had Oc- 
caſion to mention it, While 


the Woman remain d at Guil- 


ord,. notwithſtanding the re- 
peated Confirmations of it, by 
new and ſpecious Appel nc, 
of Facts, with which the Town 
was every Day alarm'd. 
But from the Time that the 
Woman was brought to the Ba- 
- gmo, in Leicefter-Fields, I did 
not ſo publickly and frequently 
Sag talk 


. 2 bs 


talk againſt the impoſture, as 1 
had before done; nor rail at 


thoſe who ſuffer'd themſelves to 


be impos d on, with all that IIl- 
Nature and Noiſe with which 


ſome others continud to do. 
on Wedneſday the zoth of 
November, about One o Clock 
in the Morning, I received the 


following Letter from Mr. St. 


Andre. 
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Have brought the Woman 
from Guilford to the Bagnio 


in Leicefter-Fields. She has now 


a lius Rabbit in Ber, and I 
expect ſhortly a Delivery; you 
- wil 
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will infinitely oblige me to de- 
liver her your ſelf. Mr. Amiand 
75 already ek (Silt od; ons 
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Leiceſter-Fields, Nov. ; : 
29, 1725, 12 Cock 
ar Night. Sr. ; ANDRE, 


I went immediately to the 
Bagnio, where, beſides Mr. Ser- 
geant Amyand and Mr. St. An- 
dre, I found a good Number 
of Gentlemen more. Having 
examin d the Woman, at Mr. 
St. Andres Requeſt, and ask'd- 
her what Queſtions I thought 
proper, he deſir d me to deliver 


my Opinion to the Company; 
which I did in theſe or the like 


Words : _— 


. 


* That there was nothing in | 
| © the Vagina, nor, as Ibeliev d, 
* in the Uterus of that Woman; 
ce that the Motions of her Belly 
| <' were very different from thoſe 
c caus d by a Child; or any other 
Fa; living Animal; and therefore | 
were probably Hyſterick, or 
cc only Convulſive Contraftions 
of the Muſcles of the Adu. 
ce men; and that the Moiſture 
: *. which ſhe! {queez'd out of her 
E. 7 ON was not rea 1k.” 
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That there was nothing in 
the Vagina, Mr. St. Andr*own- 
ed, ſtrenuguſſy denying all 
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| had ſaid beſides ; But as I did 
not go there to diſpute, the 
Converſation became general, 
and chang d to ſomething elle. 
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A little while afterwards, Mr. 
St. Anuré told me, "that tho' 
he had given me his Word, in 
Letter, that 1 mould de- 


liver the Woman; nevertheleſs, 


it wa 46 expe wel to 1. N heck 


"4 | 9 min to Tn 
T beg 10 far to be ex- 
cus d from his Promiſe, as that 
1 would allow this 
fort that Office 
ſuring me withal, that as the 
bits were always brought 
away in Pieces, 1 ſhould ſoon 
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it ir was per- 


fe 7 ate to me,  whe- 
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| 
ther I Qeliver'd her-firſb or laſty - _ 
only I begg'd theſe Two Con- | 
ditions might be agreed to, nei- 


ther 6 
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» 
no 


as I concei 


duld be reckond an roach« 00 
ent on the 1 * now 
laimd for | Ai : : , 


Firſt, that before any thing 
vas brought away, I might bs 
ow d to feel it while in t 
Meri before it pa 
hro the Os Dincæ; becauſe, 

any thing leſs than that, it 
ould be in vain for him to "ob 
deavour to convince me 
really came from the-Urerus; 
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myand and he 
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Both Sir Richard 3 Mr. St. 


Andre accepted theſe Conditi- 


ons; but it was not without ſome 
Difficulty that I could perſuade 
them to call in Mr. Cheſelden. 
Hlikewiſe, afterwards, propos d 
that more Hcoouchenr's: „Surgeons 
and Phyſicians: too, than they 


Had upon their Liſt, might be 


deſir d to attend; but this Icould 
not prevail with them to grant, 
till it was too late. About Ten 
o Clock, Mr. Che ſelden came; 
and, among other Things, ask d 
Mr. Howard ſeveral Queſtions, 
which; however much to the 
Purpoſe, I took' the Liberty to 
_ kim, I thought not at al 


ns 8 prope 


proper at that Time: The Rea- 


ſon I then gave him, I hall have 


Occaſion to men tion in W 
E | x69 6 


The Leaping of the Rabbit, as 
it was calld, ceas d, and the 
Woman was taken with Pains, 


in which all the Appearances of 


thoſe by which a true Labour 


uſually begins, were very exact; 


ly counterfeited; and I then 
publickly ſaid, that from any 


thing in theſe Pains conſider'd 


in themſelves. only, I was not 


able to diſtinguiſh them from 
ſuch; for there was certainly a 
very great forcing down of the 


Iterus, and Veſica Urinaria, 


with a Fullneſs and Conſtriction 
of the Vagina, occaſiond by 
C 2 holding 
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— FEEL p 


1 wen; with 
but I mever 
accompanied with any Opening 
of the Oſculum Uteri, or Pains 
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narrow 3 creat, 
the Cavky of the Drerus, it 
ort a Time, was equally re: 
pugnant to the Structure of 
Parts, and 0 univerlal Ex 
ence; for that, in all Tubar 

onceptions, of whichonly Two 
bad occurr d to me in Twen- 
Seven Years Practice of Mid- 
Fatus a its Way 
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Fs 


at 2 
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through the Tubes, not into the 
Uterus,” but into the Cavity 
Adee and there ſoon 
ills the Patient. 1 _— fur- 
ther, That th 
ig and waking of the Wes 


which he tall d of, muſt certain- 
a Romance, norwithſiand- 


a 


ing the Number of 
appeal d to; and that for this 
ain Reaſon, among many o- 
thers, ole it 18 impoſlible 

that ſuch à Noiſe ſhould ever 


rd. He made i 


"© 


nM 
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ring me, in a very poſitive 
Manner, that 1 ſhould ſoon 
hear it myſelf. | 11 
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On Friday, Mr. Sergeant Amy- 
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and deſird me to go and fee the ' 


| Rabbits, « which Mr: Ablers had 
om brought 
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brought ſome Days before from 
| Guilford; but I excus d myſelf, 


by telling him that Ithought ſuch 
Enquiries were improper at that 
Time, for the ſame Reaſon 
which I had before given Mr. 
He ſel den. But the moſt remar- 
kable Thing that occurr'd to me 


was, that having deſi 


F 


red to viſit the Woman, I was 


denied Admittance, Mr. St, An 
dre and Mr. Howard being both 
abroad. I told ſeveral Gentle- 
men, then at the Bagnio, that 
I was afraid ſome new Monſter 
was breeding; and went away 
with 4 Reſolution to return no 


. 


MPG} 95ni on fgh va iodine 
> 08 Saturday Afternoon, i Mr, 
a Andre, . who, had not onl 


Len 


a> 
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a wie ethat deres 5 left 
another Letter for me at Noon, 
came himſelf to my Houſe, ind 
earneſtly that l would 
go And attend but a little while 

, or promiſe to come when- 
Wald ſend e 


wy 
Aale of K the Thing, 
vho elfe disbeliew'd it. 
ing Sollicitations pre- 
d on tne to change my for- 
mer Reſolutions; but during a 

the Time 1 ſtaid, the Woman was 
without any Appearance of Pain, 
and nothing extraordinary hap- 
n d to her. "However, E rec- 


nd my Attendance very well 
* '- rewarded 


ti 


rewarded by an Incident that 


fell out in the Evening, which 


ſerv d to uſher in the Dilcovery 
of the whole Impoſture, an In- 
formation being given to the 
Right Hoh: the Lords Albemarle 
and Limerich, by a Servant of 
the Bagnio, that the Woman 
had : imploy'd him to: procure 
her a Rabbit clandeſtinely: My 


Lord Limeric did me 4 the Hos 
nour to deſire I would be pre · 


lent, - and Sir + Richard Man- 
nngham wrote down the In. 
for mation. It was not, s hows 
ever, thought convenient to di- 
vulge this Piece of News, till 


next Day, that more effectua!l 
Meaſures might be taken to 


come at the whole Truth. 


as. 4 


1, 
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+>" Rp much 1 to bnd 10 
à ſenſible Swelling and Full- 
nets a little above the Os Pu- fo 

bi, which I thought I ce 

eircumſcribe with my Fingers, fe 
Several Gentlemen perceiv'd and, 

examin' d it likewiſe, but none + 

of us knew, at that 

to what Cauſe it was to be 

exib'd ; But as it quite diſ- 7. 

pear d before the Afternoon, 
it to bave pro. 7 

ſome flatulent Hur 
| d and pent uff 

; in the lower Pe rt of the Ab 4 
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| - Clock, in the Afternoon the 
Woman 


woman fell again into Pains 
but not near ſo violent as thoſe 
mal the, had on the Wedneſday be- 
ind fore. ndr“ and Mr. 
ul 8 Howard very confidently. af- 


Fu. fared! us that tlieſe were the 


Fore-runners of 
they. expected would follow. in 
ant a very little Time, Sir Ri- 
ont hard Manningham; being 

mer ſent, all I had to do was to 
beſ deſire him and Nr. S. Au- 
dit que to remember the promiſe; 3 
but the Pains ſoon went off, 
without any farther Appearance 
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Ab The Servant at the Bagnio 
made Oath: this Eyening of all 


Pe had inform d us of the Night 
ah before; and as from that Time 
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tle Spa of 5 it is 3 te 
the Deſign of this Relation 

herein 1 have taken Care not 
to omit the leaſt ircumſtance, 
rom Which it may, with any 
Colour of Probability, be in. 
ferr d, that 1 ever fo much as 
ſu 00 that the Story of this 
Woman's breeding, and being 
deliver d of Rabbits, might Ve 
uy rea] Foundation: Bok 
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I come, in the next Place 
with the ſame Freedom and 
Sincerity, to offer the Reaſon 
and Motives' of my Behaviour 
by which 1 ope fully te inc 
that as upon the firſt News 

eard of this Affair, J was firm 


* 


Given any 
gining that I either —— did; 
any} or Was ever inclind 


in- my Opinion 
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the! In general, thiteford "I de- 


eine} fire it may be obſerud; That 


have even the greateſt Stick lers for 
1 the Reality of this wonderfi 
Fi Phenomenon; did not prete 
that it was, in any Reſpect, 
confirm'd by new Proofs, af - 
ter the Woman came 
if 1 had changd my Opinio 
therefore, it muſt have bee 
upon no Manner ef Foun 
urther, 
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Further, fn m what 1 obſerv'd 
mos in examining the Wo- 
man an, during my cloſe Attendance 
— and in comparing eve. 
ry; Days Experience with the 
poſitive Aſſurances of a: Deli- 
very, conſtantly given us by 
Mr. St. Andre and Mr. How- 
ard, I muſt have concluded 
the Credibility of the whole 
to be in a declining! Con- 
flition; and this Concluſion 
could not but be very much 


ſtrengthened by the poſitive 


Apprirances of Fmud, ſome 
Which I have mentioned, 
, for the Sake of o- 
chers, to pals; over the reſt. 
f in this State of Things, 
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any Body can believe 1 chan 

inion, he muſt ſup- 
poſe me capable not only of 
doing it without Grounds, but 
in ſpite of all the proof of 
that which 1 firſt 'entertain'd; 
that the Nature of the Thing 
would allow of, till the whole 
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But without inſiſting any 


longer on theſe, however 
— 27 kreſumptions in my 
Favour, I go on to the exce 
ptionable Fart of my Condu 
And firſt, The Reſervedneſs 
my Behaviour, in not talk 
ing with the ſame 
and Freedom againſt the Cheat 


as I did at firſt; which, how 


of the Im poſture was 
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it was of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence that the whole Truth 
of. . thag Affair ſhauld be de- 
tected, cauſe of t 


fects — * chi it. might ot 
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wiſe have been attended; ſo 


1 may.” without Vanity af 
the . Town ſeem'd 
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the N ane d 4 eon 
of all Sorts. of, Perſons, other 
Arguments were neceſſary, ms 
Anatomy, or any other Branch of 
Phy ſick, could furni 3 theſe 
the, greateſt Number are not 
Bude s. It was therefore undoubt- - 
edly.,, Very. natural for me to de- . 
Þ fire that People would ſuſpend 
any farther Judgment for a lit- 
15 Time, till ſuch Proofs could 
be brought of the Impoſture 
Iss they requix d and as [ Was 
laſfured, from the Two, Rea- 
ſons, already mention'd in the 
Beginning of this Relation, and 
other Circum „ 


currd every 


ſoon be able 
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inning I believ'd to be ſo far 


--which was the ſame Thing, 
to aſſiſt others in bringing; be. yet 
Tag reſolvd to pare no Fains the 
nor Attendance in diſcovering ** 
the paſt 1 rauds, as well as in 
eventing” new Impoſitions. y- 
his was "the principal'E 
Propos'd t to mnyfelf 1 in all I did, . 
y own Satisfiction, 1 
in 4 Thing which from the Be. Ion. 
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EC 


impoſlible, ag that had 1 pa 
with good Reaſon, apprehend- . en 


| the fatal Tendency of it tolle 
the weaker Sex eſpecially, I very 6; 
much queſtion whether ever | 
ſhould haye ſpent : any. more 
Time in enquiritg about it, than This 


about any 1 fir of News 
which engro 

tion of he Thi! 5 39, noo! 
Harne. in, 
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N Again, it has but too plainly 
ing, N appear d, from all that has hap- 

, be pen d in this Affair, how. N 
ains the Reputation of ſeveral Per- 
ring Iſons was engag d in it, even 
| rom the Beginning: Mr. How- 
ard and Mr. St. Andre were f 
this Number. Of. the firſt of 
vhom I had heard 4 very ad- 
rantageous. Character; the ſe⸗ | 
Be · ond, tho a moſt ingenious Ana- 
far omiſt, I all along believ'd to be 
not, mpos d upon; and both of them 
end- eem d extreamly deſirous that 
t toſhe Thing ſhould be brought to 
very fair Trial, at which Icould not 
elp! expreſſing my Surprize and 
\mazement oftener than once. 
his I judgd not only to re- 
uire of me the utmoſt Caution 
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where People's Reputation and 
Bread are concerni'd, can Hard- 
Iy ever be too great; but it 
likewiſe inclind me to allow 


them, as far as it was in my 


Power, both Time and Op- 
portunity, firſt of undeceiving 
themſelves, and then of making 
ſome Atonement to the World 
or their paſt Behaviour, in 
the Manner they ſhould have 
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thought moſt proper. 
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Anſwer to I ſaid, that the 
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either out of Ignorance or Ma- 
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his Anſwer together, have made 


me repreſent her as actually ga- 
ing into Labour, a Thing I ne- 
ver ſaid, nor ever Imagin d. 
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with the other Phyſicians, Oc. 
then preſent, in apprehending 


that | ſomething would ſoon iſſue 
From the Uterus. Whether theſe 
Gentlemeneitherdid apprehend, 
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ſtanding this fair and open Re- 
preſentation of my Conduct, 
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